12              GENERAL    FRANCO

Francisco was in the first place never intended for
the army, and that when Ramon was a boy the
aeroplane was little more than an inventor's dream,
is merely inconsiderate of the romanticist's feelings.

The real background against which Francisco and
his brothers were brought up was a purely naval
one. Their home was the Galician port of El
FerroL Here for two hundred years the entire life
of the town had revolved round Spain's most perfect
natural harbour. Here were the greatest shipyards,
and from here had gone forth the ships that had
sought to hold together Spain's crumbling empire.
The tradition in the Franco family itself was no
exception to the El Ferrol rale.

The boys* father was a naval paymaster, their
maternal grandfather, Ladislao Baamonde, had
been superintendent-general of the navy, and on
the father's side again, they could look back to a
great-grandfather, Nicolas Franco y Sanchez, who
had been reviewing officer of the Administrative
Body of the Navy- The young Nicolas entered the
navy, and Francisco preparing to do the same went
to ths Naval School at El FerroL He reached an
age to enter the Naval Aca4emy at an unfortunate
time when the government, practising national
economy, had decided to limit naval personnel and
, therefore, suspended the Academy's entrance

Thus necessity changed the direction of his
career.   On August 29ttt, 1907, he entered the